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YEAR 5  Unit B2 – Pesach 
 

 
Teacher's note: 

 
This unit is part of a scheme of work designed to deliver the Agreed 
Syllabus.  It has been written by a joint Hackney & Enfield curriculum 
development group.   
 
The teaching objectives and learning outcomes are based on Agreed 
Syllabus level descriptions which are nationally agreed. 
 
Teaching and learning activities plan for the two attainment targets for 
religious education - learning about and learning from religion. The 

planning promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development of all pupils whether or not they are from a religious 
tradition. 
 
On the right of this page is the full KS2 Judaism programme of study 
from the Agreed Syllabus.  The material picked out in bold features in 
this unit.  Within each unit some of the content picked out in bold is a 

major focus, other content is a minor focus.  A minor focus, and 
material alluded to by the teacher in one unit, will normally be 
revisited more fully in other units during the key stage.  
 
Model individual, paired, group and whole class activities and tasks 
are included in the planning which teachers will need to adapt and 
differentiate to meet pupil needs 
 
 

 
 Enfield Agreed Syllabus 2007 – KS2 Judaism programme of study: 
 
 make connections between narratives about key figures and events from the Tenakh (eg Moses; the 

giving of the Torah), and the Jewish understanding of their people’s relationship with God 
 
 make connections between the re-living (eg during the Seder, Shabbat and Sukkot) of key events in the 

history of the Jewish people and the belief in God’s on-going care and protection 
 
 make connections between the way the Sefer Torah is treated with reverence and love and the belief that it is 

precious because it contains God‟s word 
 
 make connections between Judaism and other religions in relation to, for example, teachings about loving God 

and a responsibility to care for others, which motivate individuals, communities and Jewish aid agencies (eg 
Tzedek,World Jewish Relief) 

 
 make connections between an awareness that there are Jewish people of many nationalities in 

communities around the world and a sense of shared Jewish identity (the people ‘Israel’) 
 
 make connections between the belief in One God and the way this is reflected in the synagogue eg the Ner 

Tamid, the position of the Ark and the Torah; how the prohibition of idolatry is reflected in an absence of 
representations of humans 

 
 make connections between the Jewish belief in a Creator God and the role assigned to humans in taking 

responsibility for others and for the environment 
 
 make connections in Judaism between repenting and being forgiven eg Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
 
Teaching and learning should involve pupils in developing the skill of: 
 using specialist vocabulary in communicating their knowledge and understanding of Jewish beliefs, 

teachings, practices and symbols 
 
Teaching and learning should involve pupils in using and interpreting: 
 a range of sources including the Tenakh, stories from the Jewish tradition, the synagogue, artefacts, 

pictures, poetry, songs, festival food; the media and ICT/ the internet, to gain knowledge and 
understanding of Jewish beliefs, teachings and practices 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES TEACHING ACTIVITIES LEARNING OUTCOMES POINTS TO NOTE 
Children should learn:  Children:  
 
 
 
 
everyday objects can have  
symbolic meaning 
 
light for many people is a symbol 
of hope 
 
symbols enable people to make 
links between their own 
experiences and those of others 
 

 
SESSION 1 
 
Whole class: 
Sit in a circle, comfortably and quietly.  Make sure that all the 
children feel safe to sit in dim/low lighting.  All instructions should be 
given at the outset to avoid disturbing the still and reflective frame of 
mind which may be generated. 
 
I‟m going to ask you to sit in silence and to look at the candle. I will 
want you to think about how it makes you feel and what moods it 
reminds you of.  After a little while I will start to talk about what the 
candle reminds me of.  You can take turns around the circle to 
speak if you want to.  Each time I put something in the middle of the 
room, I will give you time to speak. 
 
Introduce into the centre of the circle, a candle and light it. 
 
„The lighted candle makes me think of….. 
What does it make you think of?‟ 
 
After a few minutes take the candle away and replace it with a spiral 
of barbed wire. Read a poem on slavery.  Or play the song 
„Freedom.‟ 
 
„The spiral of barbed wire makes me think of….. 
What does it make you think of?‟ 

 
Allow a short time for reflection and then put the lighted candle 
inside the spiral of wire. 
 
„The lighted candle inside the barbed wire makes me think of….. 
What does it make you think of?‟ 
 
Allow some time for reflection, then blow out the candle and give 
children time to write down or draw their feelings and impressions. 
The candle inside a spiral of barbed wire is the symbol for Amnesty 
International.  Read some statements about Amnesty International 
and its work.   
 
What were your thoughts and feelings when you looked at the 
candle on its own? 

Continued/ 

 
 
 
 
talk about feelings and experiences 
recalled by symbols  
 
reflect on the meaning of freedom 
for themselves and others 
 
reflect on and respond to symbolic 
representations of fear and hope 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Resources: 
A large „Amnesty‟ candle & A spiral of 
barbed wire (PowerPoint presentation) 
Amnesty International information 
Freedom/slavery reading/song/poem 
 
This unit is centered around the Jewish 
festival of Pesach (Passover) which 
falls in the Spring term.  Teachers may 
decide to teach this intensively in a 
block of perhaps 2 – 3 days. 
You will need an extended time to 
prepare for and share the Seder meal. 
 
At the end of the session, display the 
children‟s writing around the Amnesty 
symbol 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES TEACHING ACTIVITIES LEARNING OUTCOMES POINTS TO NOTE 
Children should learn:  Children:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
SESSION 1  Continued 
 
Whole class: 
 
How did those thoughts and feelings change when you saw the 
barbed wire?   
How did the candle light change the wire? 
Why do you think this might be the symbol for Amnesty 
International?  What do you think the symbol means to people who 
are political prisoners and know that Amnesty is trying to set them 
free? 
 
Individual activity: 
Pupils use a writing frame to describe their thoughts about freedom. 
Children who are free have the right to ….. 
We are free to choose…. 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES TEACHING ACTIVITIES LEARNING OUTCOMES POINTS TO NOTE 
Children should learn:  Children:  
 
 
 
the experience of freedom from 
slavery is relived at the Seder 
 
at the Seder Jews also remember 
other times when they have 
suffered persecution  
 
at the Seder Jews give thanks 
that God has not forgotten them 
in their suffering 
 
 

 
SESSION 2 
Show the video:  Animated World Faiths – Moses and the Passover 
meal.  This video tells a story that is very important to Jews today.   
In the past, Jews were called the Israelites or the Hebrews. 
 
After watching the video, pupils turn to a partner and using a caption 
or picture cue provided for them prepare one or two sentences to tell 
their part of the story.  Then pupils sit in a circle and, starting with 
the teacher, each one in the order of the circle contributes a few 
sentences, one after the other, to tell the story of the Israelites in 
Egypt, the exodus and the revelation of the Ten Commandment.   
 
Key questions to ask the class afterwards: 
How do the Jews believe God helped them in their time of suffering? 
How do Jews remember this story about Moses? 
 
The grandfather started his story by describing another dreadful 
time for the Jewish people.  When was that?  What happened to 
millions of Jews? 
We saw an old man in Auschwitz.  How did he remember the 
Passover story?  Why do you think it might have seemed important 
to tell that story when everyone around him was suffering?  
 
The grandfather said that every time Jews eat the Passover meal, 
they are there with the people of Israel, back at the time of their 
suffering and slavery.  How do they relive the story? 
Who do you think the story makes Jews think of and pray for in 
today‟s world? 
 
 

 
 
 
talk about how Jews relive the story of 
Moses and the exodus 
 
describe how the Seder reminds Jews 
of times in their history when they 
have suffered persecution 
 
reflect on what the Passover teaches 
Jews about God 
 
 

 
 
Resources: 
C4 Schools video: Quest Animated 
World Faiths – Moses and the 
Passover meal 
 
Captions/pictures as cues for paired 
re-telling of Exodus account 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES TEACHING ACTIVITIES LEARNING OUTCOMES POINTS TO NOTE 
Children should learn:  Children:  
 
 
 
at the Seder Jews give thanks 
that God has not forgotten them 
in their suffering 

 
SESSION 3 
 
The teacher recaps on the key points of the previous lesson.  Jews 
believe that God rescued them from their suffering in slavery.  They 
eat the Seder meal at Passover to thank God for saving them and 
giving them their freedom.  This is one of the songs they sing at that 
meal to thank God. 
 
Project the words of the Pesach song „Dayenu‟ (It would have been 
enough for us).  Play the song „Dayenu‟ for the children to listen to. 
 
Paired activity: 
Children in pairs make a list of all the things that Jews thank God for 
in this song. 
 
Jews believe God did all these things because he saw their suffering 
and wanted to set them free.  This is a song thanking God.  
As well as sharing the Seder meal, what things might Jews do to 
thank God and to remember how he cared for them? 
 
Whole class: 
Practise the song to music 
 
Individual activity: 
Use the structure of the Dayenu song as a model to create their own 
song/poem identifying some of the things they are thankful for: 
 
It would have been enough for me if I had/were… 
But I‟m also…/I‟ve also got…. 
 
2 lines composed by the child then the Dayenu refrain again 
 
 
 

 
 
 
talk about ways in which Jews 
show their thankfulness to God 
during Passover 
 
in the light of what they have 
learnt about Passover, reflect on 
aspects of their own lives for 
which they are thankful 

 
 
 
In the song „Dayenu‟ (Hebrew: it would 
have been enough for us), Jews thank 
God for: 

 bringing them out of slavery in Egypt 

 dividing the waves & drying the sand 

 so that they could cross the sea 

 feeding them in the desert 

 sending heavenly manna 

 teaching them the peace of Sabbath 

 bringing them Torah (the law) 

 leading them into Israel 

 showing them how to build a house 
for God on earth (the Temple) 

 
Resources: 
„Dayenu‟  is on CD/cassette: „Sharon 
sings Seder Songs‟ 
 
Words of Dayenu song (attached) 
projected on screen 
 
Words for the song „Dayenu‟ (the Hebrew 
word „dayenu‟ means „it would have been 
enough for us.‟) 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES TEACHING ACTIVITIES LEARNING OUTCOMES POINTS TO NOTE 
Children should learn:  Children:  
 
 
 
the traditions of Passover involve 
the whole family especially the 
children 
 
how symbolic food can be used to 
remember important events 
 
the symbols of the Seder retell 
key events from the history of the 
Jewish people 
 
 
 

 
SESSION 4 

Show the video: Pathways of Belief – Judaism (Programme 3 – 
Family), starting where the girl and her brother are pushing the 
shopping trolley around the supermarket and buying the ingredients 
for Pesach.  (It is suggested that you miss out the opening scenes of 
the video which focus on the home and food laws.) 
 
Pesach is the Hebrew word for the Jewish festival of Passover 
which we are learning about.  Hebrew is the language of the Jewish 
people and their holy book. The special meal eaten at Pesach 
(Passover) is called the Seder.  Seder is a Hebrew word which 
means „order‟. 
 
What is the Hebrew name for the festival of Passover? 
What do Jewish families do at Passover? 
What is the name of the special meal they eat? 
Why do they share this meal?  What do they remember? What do 
they say thank you for? 
 
Show the Nelson: Living Religions, Judaism poster of the family 
around the Seder table.  Have prepared labels for the traditional 
foods to stick onto it with blu-tac. 
 
When they eat the Seder meal: 
What does the salt water remind Jews of? 
What part of the story is the charoset a reminder of? 
What do the bitter herbs remind Jews of? 
Why is this festival called „Passover‟? 
Why do Jews eat matzah? 

 
Individual activity: 
Give each child a labelled picture of the Seder plate (attached) and 
ask them to label it showing the significance of each food. 
 
Extension activity: 
A special meal my family eats together                       
Or  
A story that generations of my family have told           
Or  
Things that I would weep tears for 
 
 

 
 
 
describe how children are involved in 
retelling the Passover story  
 
identify some meanings of the 
symbols of the Seder 
 
explain how taking part in the Seder 
meal helps Jews to remember God 
 
 
 
 

 
Resources: 
BBC Video: Pathways of Belief – 
Judaism (Programme 3 – Family) 
 
Poster Pack : Living Religions -  
Judaism (Poster : The Seder ) 
Publisher: Nelson 
ISBN 0 17 428059 9 
 
Reference book: A Children‟s 
Haggadah 
Publ CCAR Press 
ISBN 0 88123 059 6 
 
Plan/diagram of the Seder table/plate 
(attached) 
 
The Passover story of the exodus of 
the Hebrew slaves from Egypt is 
relived every year by Jewish families 
as they eat the Seder meal.  Seder 
means „order‟ – there is an order to 
the proceedings, with blessings, 
songs and the traditional foods which 
all help to tell the story and to thank 
God for delivering them from slavery. 
The Bible stresses the duty of parents 
to teach their children about the 
Exodus, so that every generation of 
Jews can relive that experience and 
understand its meaning for them 
today.  The oral tradition of recounting 
the Passover story came to be written 
in a set order known as the Haggadah 
(the narration). 
 
Vocabulary: 
Pesach – Passover 
Seder – „order‟ (Passover meal) 
Kosher- „fit‟ „proper‟ foods permitted 
Charoset – grated apple, nuts, wine 
pronounced haroset 

Bitter herbs -  usually horseradish 
Matzah – unleavened bread  
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES TEACHING ACTIVITIES LEARNING OUTCOMES POINTS TO NOTE 
Children should learn:  Children:  
 
 
 
how symbolic food can be used to 
remember important events 
 
festivals involve „getting ready‟ 
physically and spiritually 

 
SESSION 5 
 
Use the Wandsworth Passover Seder for Primary Schools to 
prepare for and re-enact a Seder meal.  Eating the foods that 
Jews eat at the Seder, hearing the blessings and singing the 
songs is an enjoyable and reflective way of understanding the 
themes of Passover.  Doing this is not joining in a sacred meal 
because it is not the foods that are blessed.  Re-enacting the 
Seder as a class, in an educational context, is not the same as 
re-living it as a Jewish family. 
 
Learn the songs beforehand using the CD/audio cassette - Sharon 
sings Seder songs.   
 
Use the song: „These are the things we need‟ to find out from the 
children what goes on the table.  Have the items laid out and 
perhaps their label cards separately so that they have to be 
matched up and then placed on the table. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
talk about how food can remind them 
of special events 
 
reflect on the meaning of freedom for 
themselves and others 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Resources: 
Wandsworth Passover Seder for 
Primary Schools 
CD/cassette - Sharon sings Seder 
songs   
 
 
The teacher will need to read the 
Wandsworth Seder carefully in 
advance.   It provides a list of 
required resources for the Seder 
on page 6.  
 
Reference: A  Children‟s Haggadah – 
Howard Bogot & Robert Orkand 
ISBN 0881 1233 059 6 
(particularly Page 1 – „Before we 
begin‟) 
 
Children should not be asked to read 
the prayers/blessings.  These could 
be read by a Jewish visitor or other 
adult.  Alternatively each blessing 
could be simply adapted with the 
introduction „now Jews say a prayer 
to‟ and miss out the word „you‟ 
eg „Thank you God, for the festival 
lights‟  becomes „now Jews say a 
prayer to thank God for the festival 
lights‟ 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES TEACHING ACTIVITIES LEARNING OUTCOMES POINTS TO NOTE 
Children should learn:  Children:  
 
 
 
Passover is a time when Jews 
look back at the history of their 
people and look forward to the 
future 
 
Passover is a festival celebrating 
freedom and deliverance by God 
 
that human beings are 
responsible for good and evil 

 
SESSION 6 
 
The girl in the video Pathways of Belief – Judaism (Programme 3 – 
Family) said that “Passover is a time when we look back to the past 
and look forward hopefully to the future.” 
 
A child reads the opening passage from A children‟s Haggadah 
Other children read some of the things they wrote in the first lesson 
about what freedom is. 
 
Remind them of the grandfather and little girl in the first video. 
The granddaughter asked “how can such bad things happen?” 
What answer did the grandfather give?   
Where do you think the good in the world is?  What about the evil? 
 
Individual activity: 
Children write about their hopes for the world, for its people, 
especially those who don‟t have freedom and about how those 
hopes could come about 
 
 

 
 
 
reflect on how human beings can be 
responsible for great evil  
 
discuss how human beings 
individually and together can make 
the world a better place 
 
reflect on their hopes for a better 
world  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

      
 
 

















PREPARING THE TABLE FOR THE SEDER 
 
 

What are the things we need for our Seder table? 
These are the things we need for our Seder table: 
We need a Seder plate. 
But the people round the table are what we need the most. 

 
 

What are the things we need for our Seder table? 
These are the things we need for our Seder table: 
We need a kiddush cup, we need a Seder plate. 
But the people round the table are what we need the most. 

 
 

What are the things we need for our Seder table? 
These are the things we need for our Seder table: 
We need the 3 matzot, we need a kiddush cup, we need 
a Seder plate. 
But the people round the table are what we need the most. 

 
 

What are the things we need for our Seder table? 
These are the things we need for our Seder table: 
We need a Haggadah, we need the 3 matzot, we need a 
kiddush cup, we need a Seder plate. 
But the people round the table are what we need the 
most. 



DAYENU 
 

The Hebrew word ‘dayenu’ means ‘it would have been enough for us’ 
 
 
 

 
If God had brought us out of Egypt,   
Only brought us out of Egypt  
And hadn’t split the sea before us 
…Dayenu 
 

 
Chorus 
Da-da-ye-ny.  Da-da-ye-nu. 
Da-da-ye-nu. Dayenu, Dayenu. 
 
 
If God had split the sea before us, 
Only split the sea before us, 
And hadn’t dried the sand beneath us 
…Dayenu. 
Chorus 
 
If God had dried the sand beneath us, 
Only dried the sand beneath us, 
And hadn’t fed us in the desert 
…Dayenu 
Chorus 

 
 

If God had fed us in the desert, 
Only fed us in the desert, 
And hadn’t sent his heavenly manna 
…Dayenu 
Chorus 

 
 

If God had sent his heavenly manna, 
Only sent his heavenly manna, 
And hadn’t taught the peace of Sabbath 
…Dayenu 
Chorus 
 
 
 
 



If God had taught the peace of Sabbath, 
Only taught the peace of Sabbath, 
And hadn’t brought us to Mount Sinai 
…Dayenu 
Chorus 
 
 
If God had brought us to Mount Sinai, 
Only brought us to Mount Sinai, 
And hadn’t granted us his teaching 
…Dayenu 
Chorus 
 
 
If God had granted us his Torah, 
Only granted us his Torah, 
And hadn’t led us into Israel 
…Dayenu 
Chorus 
 
 
If God had led us into Israel, 
Only led us into Israel, 
And hadn’t built his chosen Temple 
…Dayenu 
Chorus 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

SLAVERY AND FREEDOM 
 

 
 
Imagine a world without freedom.  Many times in history, our 
Jewish people lived without freedom. 
 
The Haggadah tells the story of one of those times. 
 
The Haggadah tells about how our people were slaves and then 
became free. 
 
In our Torah one of the most important ideas is freedom. 
 
Freedom means different things to different people. 
 
Boys and girls who are free have the right to enjoy schools, 
libraries, playgrounds, movies, birthday parties, baseball and 
tennis games and walks in the park. 
 
To the musician, freedom means the right to play all types of 
music:  jazz, opera, folk, country, rock and classical. 
 
We are free to choose our own hobbies, jobs and way of life.  If 
we are unhappy, we may try to make changes to make our lives 
better. 
 
A person who is free may say “Yes” even if everyone else is saying 
“No.” 
 
Let us do what our ancestors have done for thousands of years. 
Let us remember the story of the Exodus from Egypt.  Let us link 
ourselves with all the Jews who came before us.  Let us celebrate 
freedom. 
 
From A children’s Haggadah 
Text by howard Bogot and Robert Orkand. 
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